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The NWEA (North West Evaluation Association) Measures of 
Academic Progress are computerized, adaptive tests of Reading, 
Language, Mathematics and Science for students in Grades 2-10 
taken in Fall and Spring.  
 
The tests are based on a continuous scale, independent of age or 
grade, allowing us to track student growth and performance trends 
over time.   
 
The adaptive nature of the tests helps teachers pinpoint optimal 
instructional levels for students. The system adjusts giving each 
student a unique test. 
 
As students respond correctly, they are given questions and 
mater ia l  that  become more cha l leng ing ;  as they respond 
incorrectly, the material becomes easier.  
 

MAP TESTING & WHY WE USE IT… 



NWEA tests are primarily tools to assist teachers in their 
instruction. Specifically, teachers use these tests to help:  
 
¡  Understand the diversity of academic ability and achievement 

in their classes. 
¡  Identify students at risk of not achieving grade-level 

proficiency. 
¡  Plan for dif ferentiated instruction that addresses all students’ 

learning needs. 
¡ Monitor the progress of selected students or groups 

throughout the year. 
¡  Evaluate their success with their classes. 

HOW THE RESULTS ARE USED 



¡  An equal-interval scale used to measure achievement and 
growth over time 

¡  Rasch Units start at 100 (Rasch unIT = RIT) 
¡  Direct relation to content in each subject area 
¡  Similar to centimeters or inches 
 
¡  Georg Rasch was a Danish mathematician,  statist ician and 

psychometrician,  most famous for the development of a class of 
measurement models known as Rasch models.   

WHAT IS RIT? 



 
Student Score Range 
The middle number is the RIT score your 
child received. The numbers on either 
side define the score range. If  retested, 
your child would score within the range 
most of the t ime.  
 
District Average RIT 
This is the average score of students in 
the same grade taking the same test at 
GAA 
 
Norm Group Average 
This is the average score of students at 
that same grade level taking the same 
test in the United States. 

UNDERSTANDING THE RESULTS 



Student Growth* 
Growth in RITs your child has made 
from Fall to Spring.  

(F10 223 to S11 232 = 9) 
Typical Growth* 
The average growth in RITs across 
students in the United States. 
*appear at the end of one whole 
testing year,  Fal l  to Spring. 
Growth is also visible on the graph  
Goal Performance – each goal area 
included in the test is l isted. 

UNDERSTANDING THE RESULTS 



 
Student Percenti le Range 
The number in the middle is your 
child’s percenti le rank – the 
percentage of students in the Norm 
group that had a RIT score less than 
or equal to your child’s score. So in 
W12, 61% scored 233 or less (and 
39% scored 234 or above).  If  
retested, your child’s percenti le rank 
would be within this percenti le range 
most of the t ime.  
This is not the same as percentage 
on a tradit ional test.  
Goal Per formance 
Low (<21 percenti le) 
LoAvg  (21-40 percenti le) 
Avg (41-60 percenti le) 
HiAvg (61 -80 percenti le) 
High (>80 percenti le)(or top 20%) 
 

UNDERSTANDING THE RESULTS 



 
 
 
Goals Performance strands 
Strength and weakness in specific 
content areas 
 
 
Lexile® Range 
The dif ficulty range of text that can 
be understood by the student 75% 
of the time. Most books in the 
l ibrary include the Lexile number.  

UNDERSTANDING THE RESULTS 





¡  All people have areas of strengths and weakness 
¡  This could be a section of the curriculum that has yet to be 

taught 
¡  Look for ways to practice  

WHAT IF THERE IS AN AREA OF LOW 
ACHIEVEMENT? 









¡  The Math and language tests have 52 questions, Reading 42 
and Science 45.  

¡  Here are some examples: 

EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS 









¡  www.scholastic.com Reading Egg to learn & practice reading skil ls 
¡  www.lexile.com Lexile framework Select reading material according 

to Lexile and interests 
¡  www.funbrain.com Games  
¡  www.raz-kids.com Reading 
¡  http://www.brainpopesl.com/ ESL username:  gemsaaad 
   password:  abudhabi 
 

LANGUAGE & READING WEBSITES 



¡ www.aaamath.com            Practice & activities 
¡ www.coolmath.com   Interactive games 
¡ www.mathisfun.com  Background information & practice 
¡ www.mathletics.com         For Grades 1-5 
¡ www.khanacademy.com    For Grades 6 and up: video tutorials           

              and interactive practice 
 

MATH WEBSITES 



 
¡  http://www.brainpop.co.uk   
  and for juniors http://www.brainpopjr.com 
  Username: gemsaaad  Password:  abudhabi for both 

 

SCIENCE WEBSITES 



THANK YOU FOR COMING TO THIS 
PRESENTATION. HOPE IT WAS HELPFUL! 


